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Abstract

During the COVID-19 pandemicwith very little preparationandwithin a brief spanof 48 hours,
the Wesley College STEM faculty and studentstriaged into a remoteonly form of instruction.

Wesley CollegeSTEM student COVID-19 impact surveysshowedunderlying gapsin economic
equity, increasedamily responsibilities strugglesto stay motivated,socialisolation, and higher

levelsof psychologicaktress.Yet, the crisis demonstratechew waysin which technologycanbe
harnessedand allowed STEM studentsto reconsiderhow jobs and skills should be aligned. A

STEM faculty COVID-19 checkin survey and interview responsesevealeda quick realization
that faculty couldnot rely solelyon : H V O Hanaébatearning managemensystem(MyWesley).
To engagetheir studentsandto createa supportivelearning environment,STEM faculty sought
new strategiesand approachegor a diverseset of STEM learners.For synchronouse-teaching,
the faculty usedthe Microsoft-Teamsand the Zoom video conferencingplatforms. Facuty only

adoptedMyWesley to executededicatedasynchronougasks (laboratory assignmentsyeports,
exams).The STEM students were overwhelmingly positive about STEM faculty availability
during the crisis. Still, both faculty andstudentsindicateda muchstronger preferencdor the face

to-facedelivery of their coursecontentvia atraditional classroonsetting.
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